
FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dr. Erica Rothblum

We are currently deep into admission 
season for next year, and we have 
now spent countless hours telling 
prospective parents about the 
ways we develop minds, nurture 
hearts and instill Jewish values. 
Yes, our curriculum is rigorous and 
engaging, and yes our students 
demonstrate menschlikeit behavior 
to others; but it is in our alumni 
where we can see the fruits of our 
labor and the result of our school’s 
mission. 

Our alumni are in varied and interesting roles, all over the world. 
Morissa Brenner ‘05, is currently pursuing her MS in Aerospace 
Engineering at MIT, doing research related to the noise and air 
quality impacts of aviation around airports. On any given day, she 
builds upon the general studies academic foundation she received 
at Pressman while deepening her interests and passions. Zachary 
Lainer ‘01, an Associate Attorney at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, spends 
his time helping businesses negotiate and draft the documents 
necessary to make deals happen. Communication, creativity and 
critical thinking are all critical to Zachary’s work and all benchmarks 
of a Pressman education.  And Benjy Davis ‘01, the Founder and 
Director of IMPACT Seminars, organizes, facilitates and educates 
on the topic of Israel & the Conflict. His work requires him to 
collaborate with others, to synthesize knowledge and to clearly 
communicate that information to thousands of people who visit 
Israel every year.  These three individuals clearly show developed 
minds.

But as we all know, knowledge without values is meaningless; it is 
how Pressman nurtures hearts and instills Jewish values that helps 
our students and alumni determine how to use that knowledge. Each 
of these alumni credit the school with helping to shape those values. 
As Benjy wrote from Israel, “My two best friends from Pressman 
came to my wedding last year in Israel. One signed the ketuba 
and the other read the seventh bracha under the hupa. Pressman 
facilitates life long friendships and a commitment to klal yisrael. I’m 
a living testament to that and am forever grateful.”

So I can continue to tell our prospective parents about our rich 
academic program, our exceptional high school acceptances 
and our robust tikkun olam programs. I can show parents our 
makerspace where students create solutions to the world’s 
problems, let parents marvel at the art projects designed under 
the guidance of our award-winning art teacher and invite them to 
join in song at a family program designed by our Youth Learning & 
Engagement department. But at the end of the day, hearing and 
seeing the impact our alumni make on our world is all I need to 
show. As you will read in these pages, our alumni are exceptional 
human beings who, with their strong academic foundation and 
Jewish values flowing through their veins, are leaving the world a 
better place. I am so very proud to be part of a school from which 
alumni like these come!
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yisrael. I’m a living 
testament to that and 
am forever grateful.
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Early Childhood Center

The Good Ol’ Days....
My Memories of 
The Early Childhood
Center (ECC)

The ECC prepared me for Day School in lots of ways. 

The top 5 ways it prepared me are:

1.  Learning Hatikva and other Jewish songs

2.  Learning the Pledge of Allegiance

3.  How to make friends and keep the 
        friendship going

4.   How to behave with teachers and other 
       important people

5.  Learning to speak (a little) Hebrew

Here is my advice for young preschool students: 

1.  Remember to listen 

2.  Play fair

3.  If you take it out, you put it back

4.  If it’s not yours, don’t take it 
 (without permission)

5.  If you did something wrong, say sorry

By Ziv Bard ECC Class of 2013
Third Grader at Pressman

Ziv Bard in the ECC

One of my favorite memories from 
preschool was when we were making 
our planet hanukiot in Morah Miri’s class. 
I was so proud when I finished it, with all 
the planets and space stuff. The hanukiah 
was dark blue, and colorful planets 
made up the decoration.

When your child enters their last year 
of preschool, they will make awesome 
stuff like that too. When he/she finishes 
preschool, they will definitely be ready 
for Kindergarten.

- Ziv Bard



Continuing through 
elementary school and now 
middle school, my teachers 
have strengthened my 
connection to Jewish traditions 
and values by teaching me 
the weekly parshiot, lessons 
in TaNaKH and Mishna, and 
about Israel.

- Alexandra Kamras

Elementary School

For the past ten years, I have been a student at Pressman 
Academy and currently I am a sixth grader.  I have learned 
worthwhile lessons from my elementary school teachers that 
helped prepare me for middle school. Also, I have developed 
a deeper appreciation of Judaism, and I have made lasting 
friendships.

I have always appreciated all of my teachers and have learned 
from them - a couple stand out for me. For example, Ms. Schmidt, 
the MAP and LEAP teacher, taught me to not give up even if 
something seemed challenging at first. This advice has helped 
prepare me for middle school because when schoolwork is 
demanding, I have learned to persevere.  Another teacher that 
helped prepare me for middle school was my fourth grade 
math teacher, Michelle Barton.  She not only taught me how to 
tackle a difficult math word problem, but also introduced me to 
techniques on how to properly study for a test. Also, I feel that 
Morah Chirli, my fifth grade Hebrew teacher, helped prepare 
me by emphasizing the importance of practicing in order to 
improve. For example, every week we would read a story in 
Hebrew to help perfect our Hebrew reading skills. We were 
required to read the story multiple times. I am very appreciative 
to Morah Chirli for this valuable lesson.

Alexandra Kamras at 51/2

Starting in the ECC, my teachers celebrated the Jewish holidays 
and began to teach me Hebrew.  Continuing through elementary 
school and now middle school, my teachers have strengthened 
my connection to Jewish traditions and values by teaching me 
the weekly parshiot, lessons in TaNaKH and Mishna, and about 
Israel.

My friends and I are beginning to plan and to prepare for our 
bnot mitzvah. Some of my closest friends, to this day, are the 
ones that I met in transition class, and soon we will go through 
learning and planning for this special day. I find it incredible that 
I have known them for ten years now.  I am so comfortable at 
Pressman and I feel that it is my home away from home.

How Pressman 
Elementary School 
prepared me for 
Middle School
 
By Alexandra Kamras DS Class of 2016
Sixth Grader at Pressman



Middle School

Noah Lee, shares his 
memories of how 
Middle School 
prepared him for 
High School

Pressman built the foundation of the person I am today. I 
gained a thorough foundation in math and writing skills, and 
my Jewish education taught me the importance of being an 
observant and practicing Jew.

I became a better person because of my education at Pressman. 
The most important values that I learned were to be kind, 
respectful, patient, caring and hardworking. I specifically 
remember a few details that accurately provide a representation 
of these values during my middle school experience: Ms. Tiger’s 
office door seemed constantly open, as she was available to 
talk about anything. Mr. Hartung went above and beyond his 
teaching duties, ensuring that our DC trip was properly funded 
and programmed. He also taught us how to fundraise by 
thinking outside of the box.  The friends I made at Pressman are 
some of the best quality friends I have. I am confident that they 
will be the ones will be standing beside me at my wedding and 
the birth of my children.

Noah at his 8th grade graduation

One of the highlights of middle school for me were the talent 
show and being in the musical Oliver. I was encouraged to go 
out of my comfort zone!  Standing on stage, belting out songs 
and trying to remember my lines were challenges that I had 
never faced before. I had to overcome my nervousness when 
I was before the mic at the annual talent show. I didn’t know it 
then, but public speaking would become a big part of my high 
school life.

Another way that Pressman influenced me is by providing 
me leadership opportunities, like serving as student council 
president in middle school. This prepared me for my work on 
the Associated Student Body, as I now serve as President of my 
high school. Also, I am very actively involved in USY, and I am 
honored to have been chosen to serve as International USY 
President for 2017 where I hope to influence others to explore 
their Jewish journey and strengthen ties to the Conservative 
movement. I’m so lucky to have had all the experiences I’ve 
had at Pressman. The school built an indispensable foundation 
of who I am and what I hope to become.

I’m so lucky to have 
had all the experiences 
I’ve had at Pressman. 
The school built an 
indispensable foundation 
of who I am and what I 
hope to become.

- Noah Lee

By Noah Lee DS ‘13



Pressman Highlights



Alumni Memories
Josh Rembaum shares his 
reflections from The First 
Graduating Class of 
Pressman Academy

Josh Rembaum, DS ‘95, Shalhevet School 
‘99, UC Berkeley ‘05, Stony Brook 
University ‘07

I started Pressman in Kindergarten. That 
year, Marcy Klein, z”l taught me the words 
to the poem “Chicken Soup with Rice,” 
which I still recall and how to write my 
name.

Years later, when I entered seventh grade, I was part of the 
inaugural middle school class. It consisted of eight students. 
The class was so small, we could fit into two minivans. It 
came in handy for class trips. Once, the principal, Dr. David 
“Doc” Ackerman, took us backpacking in the mountains. We 
carried everything for the trip on our backs: food, cooking 
implements, tents, and sleeping bags. We had to collect river 
water and purify it. We davened surrounded by nature. It was 
an educational, truly unique, spiritual experience.

The spiritual experiences and religious education and 
experiences offered within the curriculum at Pressman continued 
throughout my school life - Doc’s music, Rabbi Fox’s psychology 
of Yonah, Deborah Engel Kollin’s N’viim course, and my abba’s 
(Rabbi Joel Rembaum) “Lessons from the Rabbi” helped lay a 
strong Jewish foundation in my childhood.

The mathematics program at Pressman ignited a passion in 
me. Throughout my Pressman experience, I was blessed to be 
a part of the enrichment courses, and I was challenged and 
exposed to advanced concepts. I have fond memories of Alla 
Korinevskaya teaching me Algebra in eighth grade. This strong 
academic foundation helped prepare me for the advanced 
courses at Shalhevet High School. Later, my education prepared 
me for my undergraduate degrees in Mathematics and Physics 
which I earned from UC Berkeley and my graduate degree in 
Mathematics from Stony Brook.

Today, I work as a software engineer. My wife and I don’t live 
far from Pressman, and we have watched many nieces and 
nephews go through the school’s programs. Last year, I filled in 
for my parents on Generations’ Day, and visited my nephew, 
Noah’s, class. It was nostalgic for me, and I know that Noah’s 
education - religious and secular, spiritual and otherwise - is in 
good, excellent hands.

Where would I be without 
Pressman Academy? 
An alumna remembers...

Young Christina Wright DS ‘97 already 
knew tragedy by the age of 5. Her 
mother and baby sister had  passed 
away and her father, Steven, was 
already in the early stages of AIDS 
when they arrived in Los Angeles in the 
early 90’s. 

At Camp Ramah, Christina had met 
Lindsey Sundy (who would later teach in Pressman’s ECC). 
Soon, ten year old Christina was spending a great deal of 
time at the Sundy home. An unbreakable bond began to form 
between Lindsey, her sister, Joey and their mother Ronna ( 
who is our Temple Beth Am Event Coordinator). 

Christina’s father reconnected with his Judaism and became 
a regular member at the morning minyan of Temple Beth 
Am. He decided to enroll Christina at Pressman Academy - 
sadly, Steven died just two weeks after Christina’s 8th grade 
graduation in 1997. “His dream was to see me graduate from 
high school,”said Christina,” but my Pressman middle school 
graduation was as close as he could get.”  

Just before her high school graduation, Christina embarked on 
the AIDS ride - a gruelling bicycle journey from San Francisco 
to LA to raise money for AIDS research. Her Pressman friends 
and temple members rode alongside Christina in memory of 
her father. Lindsey Sundy, as well as Dr. “Doc” Ackerman, a 
beloved mentor and former principal of Pressman, trained 
and rode with her all the way to give her moral support. 

Where is she now? Christina lives happily with her two children, 
Mason and Mae, and husband, Sean Mandel, in Denver, 
Colorado.  She is still in contact with many of her teachers 
and friends from Pressman, like Danny Fisk, Adam and Jenica 
Gerber and Danielle Kreiten. She visits LA frequently to see 
the Sundy family.

“Pressman and Temple Beth Am were always there for me. 
They all made sure that I received a Jewish Education,” 
reflects Christina. “They encouraged me through the darkest 
time in my life. I remembered that at my bat mitzvah and at 
the mikveh they were all there with me!” 

Christina and Ronna Sundy



Youth Learning & Engagement

Our community thrives amidst our constant efforts to cultivate 
meaningful Jewish journeys for our families, children and teens. 
For many years, United Synagogue Youth (USY) has afforded our 
children, from as young as 2nd grade in Mahar through their 
teen years in high school, an enriching environment of learning, 
singing, play, friendships and role models. Along the way deep 
relationships are formed, leaders are developed and dreams of 
a Jewish future are imagined.
 
This week, Reut Sklar, Our Youth Groups Coordinator, and Rabbi 
Kligfeld joined the Far West delegation at the USY International 
Convention held in Dallas, Texas. Our six TBA teens - Sarit 
Ashkenazi, Danit Hetsroni, Mira Berenbaum, Tobey Lee, Noah 
Lee and Joey Abeles, (all Pressman graduates!) - comprised 
one of the largest delegations of those who came from the 
Far West Region. They enjoyed a week filled with ruah, service-
learning and community building. Rabbi Kligfeld was filled with 
excitement and pride in supporting our TBA delegation at the 
convention, reliving his past when he served as USY International 
President as a teenager.

One important part of the week is electing the new International 
USY Executive Board, who will work to strengthen USY’s impact 
on the Jewish community and the Conservative Movement. 
We are incredibly proud and excited to announce that TBA’s 
own Noah Lee has been elected as the next International USY 
President 2017. Noah rallied up international support through 
an inspiring speech about the power of pausing and listening 
to his fellow USYers as they work together. Over the last several 
years we have watched as Noah Lee emerged as a graduate 
of Pressman Academy to become a successful student, athlete 
and leader at Beverly Hills High School. His grounding in family, 
community and his love for Temple Beth Am propelled him to 

take on roles that would impact others first as an officer of our 
TBALA Teens Council, then as VP of Religion and Education for 
the Far West regional board and this past year as the Regional 
President.

We are so grateful that now the world can enjoy Noah’s many 
gifts of leadership and he can be a role model to so many others 
for his commitment to leading a Jewish life and embracing his 
own Jewish journey. We wish a heartfelt mazal tov to Mallory, 
Greg, Tobey (who joined Noah in Dallas) and Adira, who as a 
family supported Noah on this journey, shouldered the sacrifices 
and gave him the inspiration he needed to excel.

We, along with the rest of the TBA Teens family and TBA 
community look forward to seeing all that Noah will accomplish.

Rabbi Yechiel Hoffman, EdD
Director of Youth Learning and Engagement

Reut Sklar 
Youth Coordinator and Camp Director

Youth Groups Coordinator
www.tbala.org/yle
tbala.org/youth-learning-engagement/youth-groups

TBA’s Noah Lee Elected
Next International 
USY President

“We are so grateful that now 
the world can enjoy Noah’s 
many gifts of leadership 
and he can be a role model 
to so many others for his 
commitment to leading a 
Jewish life and embracing 
his own Jewish journey.”

- Rabbi Yechiel
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Calling all Pressman 
Alumni! A message from 
Michelle Barton and Inez Tiger
If you are an alumnus of any of the Pressman Schools, we’d 
love to hear from you! Please send us an email to share 
what’s going on with you: news about yourself, news from 
high school or college,your family, your work, a new job, 
an engagement,a wedding, a baby, or anything you’d like 
the Pressman community to know about.  Have you made 
the team? Written a book? Started grad school?  Climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro? We would love to kvell over you!   

Email us at mbarton@pressmanacademy.org and 
itiger@pressmanacdemy.org

Developing minds.
Nurturing hearts.
Instilling Jewish Values.

The Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy 
is the dynamic educational center 
of  Temple Beth Am.  The Academy 
houses an Early Childhood Center, a 
Solomon Schechter Day School, and 
the synagogue’s Religious School 
in the Rena E. Ganzberg Education 
Center. The Academy was named 
in honor of Rabbi Jacob Pressman 
whose spirit of innovation and tradition 
informs our many diverse programs.  
The Academy was founded in 1986 
under the leadership of Rabbi Joel 

Rembaum, who served as the school’s first Headmaster.

Pressman Academy is accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and BJE (Builders of Jewish 
Education) of Greater Los Angeles. The school is affiliated with the 
Solomon Schechter Day School Day School Network.

www.pressmanacademy.org
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